CT Foster Children Need Your Help!
In Connecticut, over 19,000 grandparents serve as foster parents to
their grandchildren.1 Bill HB 5290 would provide the vital assistance
needed to keep the family together and ensure children’s survival.

At LEAST one in four foster children lives in a kinship placement -with a relative – at
any given time2. That number is growing.
This relative could be a grandparent, aunt, uncle, cousin, or adult sibling. Relatives who take on
foster children provide more than care – they are a stable person and a familiar face during a
traumatic time for the child. Historically, the amount of children in kinship care has been 25% of all
foster children on average.3 However, the proportion of children in kinship care has skyrocketed in
the past year, with as many as 54% of children residing in kinship care during the year of 2015.4

The overwhelming majority of kinship placement families need assistance – but
can’t always get it
Families who provide foster care for their relatives save the state money and effort in the foster
parent recruitment process. Their caretaking efforts also provide value to the economy – a value of
at least 6.5 BILLION dollars nationwide each year.5 However, they are not always financially
equipped to take care of a child. Up to 85% of kinship caretakers may receive TFA (Temporary
Family Assistance/Cash benefits), but are often unable to claim their foster child because they are
not the child’s legal guardian.6

Non-related foster parents receive a subsidy to provide childcare. Why should
hardworking grandparents, aunts, and other relatives be left behind?

Call your State Representatives and tell them that HB 5290, An Act
Increasing Financial Assistance for Grandparents and Other Non-Parent
Relatives who are Raising Children, is important to you! HB 5290 will give
hardworking relatives who take care of a child and receive TFA a benefit equal to
75% of what non-related foster parents receive each month. It is a first step
forward, and will allow kinship placements to better provide for their children.
Relatives work hard for these children. With assistance through HB 5290, we can
keep Connecticut families together and keep children out of the state system.
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