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THE SOCIOECONOMIC IMPACT OF COVID-19
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THE ECONOMY & DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
Financial strain increases violence, decreases victims' ability to leave
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WE CAN'T CRIMINALIZE OUR WAY OUT OF THIS
Incarceration perpetuates violence and economic marginalization
Extensive policing and criminalization policies not only criminalized entire communities
but has perpetuated domestic violence. First, prison is a highly violent and misogynistic
environment that has no demonstrative rehabilitative effect on reducing abusive
behaviors and by most accounts, increases them [12, 16]. Second, incarceration of
individuals and targeted communities has devastating economic effects. Incarceration
takes away familial and community sources of income and drastically diminishes future
employment opportunities and advancements [12, 16, 17]. This perpetuates a vicious
cycle of economic marginalization, incarceration, and violence.
Alternatives to incarceration are especially crucial during the time of COVID-19. As
predicted by public health officials and prisoner advocates, the spread of the virus has
been rapid and deadly in U.S. jails and prisons [18]. The high rate of infections among
incarcerated individuals is expected to put strain on the health care system [18].
Sending individuals convicted of domestic violence to jail or prison during the prolonged
pandemic will exacerbate infections and add to the already mounting economic crisis
[18].
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MITIGATING COVID-19'S EFFECTS WITH
ECONOMIC POLICIES
Housing First
Housing is the most important material need for survivors of domestic violence. The
Housing First approach emphasizes that intensive needs, such as mental illness, substance
abuse, and domestic violence, cannot be treated effectively until a person has stable
housing [19, 20]. A Housing First program for domestic violence victims addresses the
barriers they often face, such as limited financial resources, damaged credit, or
unemployment [12]. The Housing First program started by the Washington State
Coalition Against Domestic Violence is overwhelmingly successful, with 96% of survivors
still in their housing after 18 months [19]. In addition to subsidized housing, the program
also provides financial assistance for child care, utilities, and transportation [19].
The extent of the pandemic is currently unclear, though public health officials believe
prolonged periods of lockdowns might be necessary until a vaccine is created. This means
that shelter capacity will be extremely limited to account for social distancing for an
indefinite future, elevating the fundamental need for housing for victims.

Financial Assistance
Redevelopment Opportunities for Women’s Economic Action Program (REAP) is a promising
financial empowerment program for victims of domestic violence [15]. REAP addresses the
economic needs of survivors through financial literacy programs and Individual Development
Accounts [15]. The program provides low-income women strategies to regain control of their debt
SOURCES
and credit, save for the future, and be aware of predatory lenders [15]. REAP provides women IDAs
to assist them in saving by matching their funds by one to one or two to one,
depending on their financial status [15]. These programs can also be supplemented with education
and job readiness courses to provide survivors with skills to gain employment and income that can
then be matched in their IDAs [21].
Other policies that provide direct cash assistance, similar to that of the Domestic Violence Housing
First Program, are also necessary to improving financial independence. Programs such as TANF are
restrictive in meeting eligibility, especially work requirements that can be near impossible to meet
if an abuser has limited a victim’s movements or interfered with her employment [21]. And because
of the effects abuse can have on employment, additional policies should work to protect survivors
from termination without requiring direct disclosure of abuse to employers [12, 21].

SOURCES

1. Allen-Ebrahimian, B. (2020, March 7). China’s coronavirus quarantines raise domestic violence fears. Axios. Retrieved from
https://www.axios.com/china-domestic-violence-coronavirus-quarantine-7b00c3ba-35bc-4d16-afdd-b76ecfb28882.html
2. Godin, M. (2020, March 18). As cities around the world go on lockdown, victims of domestic violence look for a way out. Time.
Retrieved from https://time.com/5803887/coronavirus-domestic-violence-victims/
3. Townsend, M. (2020, April 12). Revealed: Surge in domestic violence during Covid-19 crisis. The Guardian.
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2020/apr/12/domestic-violence-surges-seven-hundred-per-cent-uk-coronavirus
4. van Gelder, N., Peterman, A., Potts, A., O’Donnell, M., Thompson, K., Shah, N., & Oertelt-Prigione, S. (2020). COVID-19: Reducing the
risk of infection might increase the risk of intimate partner violence. EClinicalMedicine, 100348.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eclinm.2020.100348
5. World Health Organization. (2020). COVID-19 and violence against women: What the health sector/system can do. Retrieved from
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/emergencies/COVID-19-VAW-full-text.pdf?ua=1
6. Munz, M. (2020, April 19). Police and domestic violence advocates report uptick in calls for help since stay-at-home orders. St. Louis
Post-Dispatch. Retrieved from https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/police-and-domestic-violence-advocatesreport-uptick-in-calls-for-help-since-stay-at-home/article_91dac1b0-7f10-5dc8-b6fd-f807dc14015a.html
7. Parolin, Z. & Wimer, C. (2020). Forecasting estimates of poverty during the COVID-19 Crisis: Poverty rates in the United States could
reach highest levels in over 50 years. Center on Poverty and Social Policy at Columbia University, 4(6). Retrieved from
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5743308460b5e922a25a6dc7/t/5e9786f17c4b4e20ca02d16b/1586988788821/ForecastingPoverty-Estimates-COVID19-CPSP-2020.pdf
8. Suntrup, J. (2020, April 23). Another week of high jobless claims in Missouri and Illinois, but pace of new filings slows. St. Louis PostDispatch. Retrieved from https://www.stltoday.com/lifestyles/health-med-fit/coronavirus/another-week-of-high-jobless-claims-inmissouri-and-illinois-but-pace-of-new-filings/article_449cb64a-75f5-5bbc-b2d7-e3a3a84964fd.html
9. Stewart, T. (2020, April 26). Missouri food stamp applications soar as state responds to coronavirus. St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Retrieved
from https://www.stltoday.com/news/local/govt-and-politics/missouri-food-stamp-applications-soar-as-state-responds-tocoronavirus/article_e84480cd-458a-51d1-8221-445079e20847.html
10. Schwartz, N. D. (2020, April 16). ‘Nowhere to hide’ as unemployment permeates the economy. The New York Times. Retrieved from
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/04/16/business/economy/unemployment-numbers-coronavirus.html
11. Weissman, D. M. (2013). Law, social movements, and the political economy of domestic violence. Duke Journal of Gender Law & Policy,
20(221). Retrieved from https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/djglp/vol20/iss2/1/
12. Goodmark, L. (2018). Decriminalization domestic violence: A balanced policy approach to intimate partner violence. Oakland, California:
University of California Press.
13. Benson, M. L., & Fox, G. L. (2004). Concentrated disadvantage, economic distress, and violence against women in intimate relationships.
National Institute of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice.
14. Postmus, J. L., Plummer, S. B., & Stylianou, A. M. (2016). Measuring Economic Abuse in the Lives of Survivors: Revising the Scale of
Economic Abuse. Violence Against Women, 22(6), 692–703. https://doi.org/10.1177/1077801215610012
15. Sanders, C. K. (2007). Domestic violence, economic abuse, and implications of a program for building economic resources for lowincome women (p. 104). Center for Social Development, George Warren Brown School of Social Work, Washington University in St.
Louis.
16. Sered, D. (2017). Accounting for Violence: How to Increase Safety and Break Our Failed Reliance on Mass Incarceration (p. 38). Vera
Institute of Justice.
17. Coker, D., & Macquoid, A. D. (2015). Why opposing hyper-incarceration should be central to the work of the anti-domestic violence
movement. University of Miami Race & Social Justice Law Review, 35.
18. Hinds, O. (2020, April 15). Emptying prisons to prevent the spread of coronavirus will save lives on the outside, too. The Appeal.
Retrieved from https://theappeal.org/coronavirus-jails-prisons-model-hospital-beds/
19. Mbilinyi, L. (2015). Cohort 2 agencies final evaluation report September 2011 – September 2014 (p. 134). Innovative Programs Research
Group, School of Social Work, University of Washington, Seattle
20.. Sullivan, C. M., & Olsen, L. (2016). Common ground, complementary approaches: Adapting the Housing First model for domestic
violence survivors. Housing and Society, 43(3), 182–194. https://doi.org/10.1080/08882746.2017.1323305
21. Weissman, D. M. (2016). Countering Neoliberalism and Aligning Solidarities: Rethinking Domestic Violence Advocacy. SSRN Electronic
Journal. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2732837

